Master’s Message (DECEMBER)

For months I thought the last newsletter I would be writing would be about the word RELINQUISH. But as I sit here and think about it, what am I really RELINQUISHING? I am relinquishing the title of Master, but I am gaining another title, Past Master. Titles are just that titles. They come and they go, but this one will stick and no one can take it away from me, being Past Master will place me into the ranks of the other Master's and my picture will join theirs on the wall. Such great men as Leroy Fields and Stephen Fields, Ferdinand Moore, Carl and Richard Adams, Andy Wright, Earnest Sumpter, Don Ison, Doug Blair, Eddie Bentley, Doug Holbrook, and yes, I'm going to mention my dad, Paul Fields. These are just a few of the names that helped mold our Lodge, and keep it going. Men that would give their shirts off your back if you needed them, men that understood what it means to be a Mason, and I will be forever grateful to these men and all of the Past Masters of this lodge, and those members like Doug Banks, my uncle Doyle Fields, James Profitt, Herman Crase, members like these leave an impact that are felt throughout generations of Masons. So when it comes to the word relinquish, I may in fact be giving up the title of Master, but I will FOREVER BE A MASON.

PERFECT-(adj.)without faults, without errors, without flaws. My Brothers and friends, for the month of December I have chose the word Perfect, or what people strive for PERFECTION. Being perfect is but a mere illusion, just about believing that one if under control of everything around them. This whole year, I was focusing on being perfect. I was gunning for perfection on running this lodge, conferring degree work, and conducting special events. As Master of this lodge I was told that many times that I've done a great job, that I've done more than what people expected of me, that I was an INSPIRATION. My focus was to UNITE this lodge, bring back members that have stopped coming, grow with membership, helping get those members that had been suspended to get back in good standing, to change some views of the older members and to make this lodge the pinnacle of the mountains. On some of the goal I succeeded, on others I failed tremendously. The more that I thought that I had this lodge under control, the more that I would feel it drift away, the harder I tried to grip that gavel, the more it would slip from my grasp. For me, it took wishing on falling stars for four months, and a trip to Arizona to bring this big old world into perspective. There were times I would feel alone, that I would feel judged, scrutinized, not accepted, and I would wish for somebody to come into my life that would change this, and for four months, I was still alone, nothing changed. I recently wrote about my trip to Arizona, and let me tell you, if you don't believe in GOD, get on an airplane, trust me. But it was after all of this that I noticed a change, that everything happens for a reason, that there is no such thing of being in CONTROL. That I needed to notice that not everybody has bad intentions when it comes to the betterment of Masonry. I also noticed that even when I was at my lowest point, feeling alone and outcast, that somebody did indeed come into my life, that somebody was GOD. And since then everything has made sense. I may not like it, but things happen for a reason. I guess what I am trying to say, is that nothing is perfect, not one person can honestly and truthfully say that everything in their lives are perfect. But you have to work with what you have, take those lemons, smile and make lemonade. I've read a wise man once said, "An accomplished man can never remember all of his achievements, but he can remember every set back that he had experienced on his journey." And with this I take you into the second word of this message.

HISTORY-(noun)the past events of a period in time or in the life or development of a people, an institution, or a place. History, my brothers, I do believe we have made history more than once this year. We began the year by delivering roses to our widows, never before to the recollection of any Mason of our lodge have we ever did that. It was indeed an honor and a privilege for me to be the Master when this task was undertaken and completed. We have began a cornerstone walkway, that once completed will contain so much information about the people in our lodge it will be mesmerizing. We held the first Masonic Meeting on a known Civil War Battlefield in 143 years, that was indeed something that I believe we will continue to have throughout the years to come. I know that I am leaving out a lot of the things we have done this year, and like the above quote said, I just can't remember all the achievements, but there is one more that I hold near and dear to my heart. Our Masonic Lodge was chartered October 4th 1903, and throughout its history there have never been a Father and then a Son to hold the Master's chair. If you have read at least one of my messages this year you will know that when I think of Masonry, I get my inspiration from my dad, Paul Fields. Dad was initiated into our Fraternity the day before I turned five years old. He was installed as Master of this lodge in 1990. This year, 18 years after my dad was installed as Master, and for 103 years, two months and twenty three day history of our lodge, I was installed as Master. To me this is sure a crowning achievement personally for me. Never before and never again can these achievements be made, only repeated. They can never be taken away, or wiped from the slate, am more than ecstatic over each achievement that this lodge has accomplished. And I thank each and every brother that has traveled, that has helped cook, that has brought a dish, that has been there for the right reasons, your hard work will not go unnoticed. Who knows what will hold in the future of our lodge, but I indeed that I will be a part of the history of it at least once more before I am called to the celestial lodge above. Maybe just maybe in sixteen years I will be there when or if my son, Brayden Walker Fields' , petition is read into the lodge for the degrees, and hopefully if that happens, then I will be given the opportunity, if he does right and works hard in the Masonic lodge to nominate him to be installed as Master of Whitesburg Lodge. Then, maybe just maybe, we would have been the first Father, Son, Grandson, to lead the way into the future, and with God's graces, he will allow me to help him in that undertaking as my dad aided and helped me through mine.

History is just that history. Gone in a blink of an eye, can never get it back, it is past. But in typing these messages I have indeed been telling HIS-story. Each of these messages have been from the heart and hopefully meaningful to others as they are for me. And in fact I have been telling MY STORY. If this is the end of my message then so be it, for I, nor anybody else knows what the future holds. No one knows what will happen tomorrow. You can find the oddest enlightenment in the weirdest places. I recently bought Kung Fu Panda for my son, and in it a wise turtle says, "yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, but today is a gift, that's what it is called the present." Very true statement. Brothers, live for today, be a MASON EVERYDAY, shine that LIGHT every day, and NEVER TURN IT OFF.

In closing my brothers, again I would like to thank each and everyone of you that volunteered to help me through this year. And I would also like to welcome into our fraternity Trey Narramore, Jared Jessey, Johnathon Joseph, Bert Slone, and Scottie Billiter. I am sure they will all be a great addition to our Fraternity.

Brothers also in closing I will not be recommending anybody for any seat, including the Masters station. I feel that the elections should be handled with such great care and knowledge as surgery. Just because a man holds an office in this lodge, does not mean that he retains that office or moves up to that higher station. Brothers those of you that have been at the meetings, at the special events, at the called meetings, you know who will work for this lodge to make sure that it will be preserved, that it will continue to make history, live and breathe. When it comes time to make a nomination for an office, I feel that we need to understand that this is not a POPULARITY CONTEST. A man might be well known, and might be popular to people but can he put forth that effort that it takes to make sure that this lodge is safe. Again like I said before, nobody knows what tomorrow holds, and nobody is perfect. Brothers I ask that when choosing the officers for this lodge that your decisions will be FOR THE GOOD OF MASONRY AND MASONRY ALONE!! These will be the men that will hold those responsibilities, that will be the image that the lodge puts out in the public eye. And again I say CHOOSE WISELY!! People may get mad, and feelings might get hurt, but if these people are TRULY MASONS, they will understand that it is for the betterment of the Masonic Institution. Brothers it has been truly an honor and a privilege for me to serve you, the craft, for the ensuing year. Although this trip has taken us up and down, our lodge has grown and moved ahead so far that it is unbelievable. Brothers, Shine that Masonic Light, help your brother or another of the human race all you can, don't forget why you are a Mason, and BE YOURSELF. I've learned a great deal from my father and been told over and over that if I am only half of what he is, that I will be alright. They say this because he's always been him self. If you ever take anything from any of these messages, just that that and keep it. BE YOURSELF. I have been the best Master that I can be, I have given you the best Paul Brandon Fields that I am. And I love each and everyone of you. Never before and never again, and for one last time I will write these final words….. "FROM THE CRAFT I CAME, AND TO THE CRAFT I WILL RETURN." Thank you all so much, Have a Merry Christmas, see you at the meetings, the elections which are December 27th, and then in the New Year.

Paul Brandon Fields

MASON-WHITESBURG MASONIC LODGE!!!..

I would really like to THANK EVERYBODY THAT HELPED ME TO HAVE SUCH A SUCCESSFUL YEAR THIS YEAR, THERE ARE TOO MANY TO TRY AND MENTION, I WOULD LEAVE PEOPLE OUT AND THAT JUST WOULD NOT BE FAIR!!!!!!!!! IT WILL NOT GO UNFORGOTTEN.

