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Happy New Year Brothers &
Greetings from the East!

| hope each of you have had a
great time with family and friends
through the Christmas season.
2012 is going to be a very im-
portant year for all Masons in the
Whitesburg Lodge. As we look
to our future, we are faced with
the tremendous challenge of
preparing a permanent lodge
home in our new building, mov-
ing our lodge belongings, selling
our old building, and establishing
a sound financial footing to main-
tain our lodge for the future.

All of this is a daunting challenge

within our Masonic ranks. For
the past several years we have
had a growing discontent among
lodge members young and old.
As the Grand Master challenged
us all with his message for the
new year, | want to follow up on
his message to make a personal
challenge to each of you as men
and Masons.

Examine yourself and reflect
upon what drove you to become
a Mason. Remember the fire and
desire you had when first raised
as a Master Mason. Now temper
that fire with wisdom and
knowledge coming from experi-
ences in Masonry. You see, we
all have something to gain from
one another in Masonry both
young and old. Instead of draw-
ing lines of division we should be
one body, one mind, and one
Masonic spirit of friendship, mo-
rality, and brotherly love.

A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link. Instead of criticiz-
ing, quarreling, gossiping, and
hindering others, come to each
Lodge meeting with a positive
attitude and uplifting praise and
support to fellow Brothers.

Remember your obligation you
so solemnly swore to at the
alter, hold it close to your heart,

Brothers and the world.

Great things await the future of
our Lodge if we raise up as true
Masons united and work together
for the good of Masonry. | am so
humbled and honored to serve as
your Master this year and | will
do all in my abilities as a man and
Mason to uphold our Masonic
obligation and code, Constitution,
, and charges handed to me by
this Lodge.

| pray each of you will take heed
to this message and will help in
the work much needed to estab-
lish and strengthen our Lodge for
another 100 years or more for
future Masons in our community.

May Brotherly Love Prevail,

Charles E. Hall
Worshipful Master
Whitesburg Lodge #754

and it can only be accomplished
Blue Lodge i - A _
Calend with brotherly love and harmony and walk, talk, and act like 2 Ma
alendar son should before his fellow
We’re on the web!
2012 Lodge www.whitesburg754.or
Officers
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From the Secrelary’s Desk

Its that time of the year
again to pay lodge dues. |
would like to encourage all
you Brothers who have not
yet paid your dues to do
so.

And to all you Brothers
who have already paid your
dues, we thank you. Re-
member, you do not have
to pay all your dues at
once.

We do have a system in

place that allows you to
make payments until your
dues are paid in full.

The lodge cannot function
as it needs to without dues
being paid and its an im-
portant obligation we each
owe to our Lodge as Ma-
sons.

| also want to remind you
to provide me with any
updates or changes on your
contact information such as

0ld Business

We discussed at our last
meeting about trying to
continue all of our past
philanthropies for the
2012 year. We will con-
tinue with our Widows
Valentines Day project of

New Business

As most Brothers know by
now we have been in the pro-
cess of purchasing a new build-
ing to make a new home for
our Lodge. We have pur-
chased the old unemployment
office building in downtown
Whitesburg across from Com-
munity Trust Bank.

We are waiting for the paper-
work to finalize with the fed-
eral and state government so
that the purchase will be pro-
cessed through the bank and
we will begin to develop the
building for lodge use.

We will have 6600 sq. feet in

giving roses and widows
pins to all of our Lodge
Widows. We also men-
tioned the little league
baseball team and Ma-
sonic Scholarship that we
have supported in the

our new facility and ample
parking. We will be able to
nearly double the size of our
current lodge hall and will have
a large dining hall, kitchen, and
several office spaces for our
other Masonic bodies.

We have a design committee
that is developing a work pro-
ject, floor plan, and usage plan
for the new facility. We en-
courage all our members to
get active with this endeavor
and support this worthy cause
through volunteer work, dona-
tions, working fundraisers, etc.

We have the opportunity to
expand our Lodge and create a
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current mailing address,
phone number, and email
address.

If you have questions or
need assistance, just ask
this old Secretary and he
will be glad to help.

Thanks Brothers,

Eddie Bentley
Secretary
Whitesburg Lodge #754

past.

The Fundraising Com-
mittee is working on ide-
as and will present a re-
port in February.

Lodge that we can be proud of
as Master Masons for many
generations to come in the
future.

As the project continues, the
Lodge will keep you updated
via the newsletter and pro-
gress reports and updates at
Lodge meetings.

Master Charles Hall has also
introduced several awards for
Masons this year including
awards for Brothers who sup-
port the new building. A list
of awards can be found on the
last page of this newsletter.
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Committee Reports

There was no
committee re-

- ports at the first
meeting in Janu-
ary since we are beginning

a new year.

The first committee report
due to the Lodge is the
Moving Committee on Feb-
ruary 16.

The Moving Committee is

charged with completing a

walkthrough of our exist-
ing Lodge building, take
inventory, decide what

will be going with us when
we move to the new build-

ing, and be in charge of
packing/moving.

The Moving Committee
members are the follow-
ing:

e Sammy Frazier

Sick & Distressed

¢ Brother Paul Fields was in the .

hospital.

+ Brother John Sayers has been

sick.

¢ Brother Sammy Frazier’s dad

has been ill.

Editor’s Corner

, This is the first elec-
AN . ”
)& tronic edition of our

newsletter The
Whitesburg Trestle-
board . Our newsletter be-
came too costly to print and
mail so we had suspended the
newsletter last year. As Mas-
ter this year, it was one of my

first priorities of getting our
Lodge a newsletter back in
circulation. | would encour-
age all our Brothers to catch
up to the technology age and
get yourself an email if you
already do not have an email
address.

Brother Eddie Bentley’s
parents have been ill.
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e Doug Holbrook

o Allen Ross

e David Combs

o Paul Anthony Cornett
¢ Clarence Caudill

All committees are to set
their own meeting times,
correspond among fellow
committee members
throughout the year, and
report to the Lodge.

If you know of a Brother who is
not receiving our newsletter and
would like a copy, please inform
him to contact us and provide
an email address.

The newsletter will also be post-
ed on our website.
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IMPORTANT
DATES:

e Feb. 3 Fish Fry,
5:30-8:00 PM

e Next Meeting Date:

Feb. 9, 7 PM

e

IMPORTANT
DATES:

Next Meeting Date:
Feb. 8, 7:30 PM
All York Rite Bodies

York Rite Festival:
Chapter Work
Saturday, Feb. |1
8:00 AM

Mountain Shrine Club

There is a Shriners
Fish Fry on the 1*
Friday of each
Month starting at
5:30 pm to 8:00 PM.
The cost of the meal
is $7.00 per plate.
Come out and sup-
port your local
Shrine Club and the
Shriners Children.

The 2012 Mountain
Shrine Club Presi-
dent is Paul Fields.

The Shrine Club
meets on the 2nd
Thursday of every
month at 7 PM.
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Whitesburg York Rite Bodies News

The Johnny Ramsey Chap-
ter #149 and Whitesburg
Council #1 13 met on

it's regular meeting night on
January | Ith. We were
honored to have Most Ex-
cellent Grand

High Priest James H. King
come for an official visit
along with other members
of the Grand Chapter. Sev-
eral topics of Chap-

ter interests were dis-
cussed and we heard a lot
of great news from the
Most Excellent Grand

High Priest.

We will be having work in
the Chapter scheduled for
the second Saturday in Feb-
ruary which is the | Ith at
8am. | encourage all Chap-
ter members to come out
and help take part of some
of the most impressive and
beautiful work in all of

Freemasonry. Also for
those who can, we would
like to meet at 7 on our
regularly scheduled meeting
nights for half hour of
Commandery practice, the
regular meeting will start at
7:30. The prac-

tice participation is strictly
optional.

| would like to remind any
brother Master Mason who
is not a member of the
Yorkrite bodies that they
are missing a Masonic edu-
cation as well as some of
the

most prominent and beautif
ul work that Freemasonry
has to offer. If you

are interested in the
Yorkrite bodies don't hesi-
tate to contact a member
of the Yorkrite for more
information.
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In addition | would also like
to add that the Jenkins
Yorkrite bodies also need
our help as they are having
work and we have been
cordially invited to help
participate. | would en-
courage those who can on
the second Thursdays of
the month join me in visit-
ing Jenkins. Also at the next
scheduled meeting | would
like to discuss a possible
travel to Pikeville

on their regular meeting
night perhaps in March.
God bless all companions
and brothers who labor in
the light.

Fraternally,

Thomas Adams
High Priest
lllustrious Master



The Order of Easter
Star Hester Chapter
54 meets the first and
third Tuesdays of each

BRETHREN.

Was Thomas Jefferson a
Master Mason?

There has been long debate of more than 200 years in
the ranks of historians and masonic scholars as to
whether Thomas Jefferson was ever a Master Mason.
We know from historical research that Jefferson
never claimed publically or privately any such mem-
bership to a masonic lodge. Masonic scholars argue
there is no evidence of Jefferson ever being listed on
any membership rolls of masonic lodges in Virginia or
any other states in the U.S.

So one may think the jury is in and the verdict is deci-
sively decided that Jefferson was never a mason. But
if a Brother will take the time to examine a series of
historical evidence from Jefferson’s life, one may piece
together a story worth telling and obviously not yet
proven to the standards of the academic world.

To begin with, scholars argue Jefferson disliked secret
organizations and societies based on his own personal
letters written on the matter. However, evidence
shows Jefferson was a member of a secret fraternal
order with the initials F.H.C. while he studied at the
College of William and Mary. It is unknown what
Latin words these intitials represented but the order
was referred to as the “Flat Hat Club.” So if Jefferson
disliked secret orders, then why was he a member of
F.H.C. for many years?

Secondly, there is historical evidence through the
writings of Jefferson’s French friend Joseph Guillotin
that Jefferson attended a masonic lodge while living in
France. Guillotin wrote that Jefferson was present
numerous times at the Lodge of Nine Muses in Paris,
France. This lodge was also attended by other fellow
Masonic friends of Jefferson including Benjamin Frank-
lin, John Paul Jones, and Voltaire.

Other historical evidence of Jefferson’s close connec-

OES Hester Chapter 54 News

month at 7:30 PM.

Masonic History 101

EACH MONTH WE WILL FEATURE A TEACHING OR STORY FROM
OUR MASONIC HISTORY IN AN EFFORT TO ENLIGHTEN OUR

tion to the craft included his public participation in a
Masonic procession and cornerstone laying ceremo-
ny performed by Masonic Lodges. On October 6,
1817, Jefferson participated in a Masonic procession
by Charlottesville Lodge #90 and Widow’s Son
Lodge #60 to the site of what is now the University
of Virginia. At the site, Jefferson assisted in the
laying of the cornerstone with other known Masons
including future President James Monroe. Jefferson
was not only the founder of the University of Virgin-
ia whose cornerstone he assisted in laying in Mason-
ic ceremonial tradition, he was the close mentor
and friend of James Monroe who had moved to take
up close residence to Jefferson to study closely with
him.

Other evidence points to how a Masonic Lodge
(Jefferson Lodge #60) was named for Jefferson years
before he ever died. In Masonic circles, we know
that it is not tradition to name our lodges after non-
masons. On the contrary, we usually name our
lodges in honor of fellow brothers who have exem-
plified masonic teachings in their life.

Jefferson exemplified many teachings of masonry
through his love of architecture, mathematics, and
the enlightenment. Jefferson spent a great deal of
his life surrounded in personal relationships with
strong Masonic members like Washington and
Franklin.

Thomas Jefferson died on July 4, 1826. He was hon-
ored by the Grand Lodges of South Carolina and
Louisiana with full masonic funeral rites.

But the real clincher to this narrative being spun is
something | learned many years ago as a history
major in my university studies. One of Jefferson’s
greatest contributions came during the Articles of
Confederation government and was seen as one of
the few accomplishments of the Articles govern-
ment. Following the American Revolution, we had
acquired all of this vast Northwest Territory which
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IMPORTANT
OES DATES:

Next Meeting

Date: Feb. 7,
7:30 PM

is today states like Ohio, Indiana, lllinois,
and Michigan. Before allowing settlement
of the territory, Jefferson was commis-
sioned to provide an organized plan for
settlement. Jefferson strongly disliked the
old English survey methods used in Virginia
and Kentucky where boundary lines follow
physical geographic features like mountains
and rivers. Instead he favored the town-
ship concept utilized in New England.

So with the Land Ordinance of 1783 and
the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, Jeffer-
son’s plan included townships that were 6
square miles or 36 one-mile blocks num-
bered as such on a grid. But what was
ordinary to this lesson in my college days
but became extraordinary to me after |
began my Masonic walk in life, was that for
each township to be surveyed in the
Northwest Territory, Jefferson always had
them begin the number | one-mile block
on the grid on the Northeast corner of the
map. The township was to be raised and
founded upon the Northeast corner.

So are the historians and proclaimed ma-
sonic scholars correct in their analysis of
Jefferson not being a mason? As Jefferson
himself reasoned, every man is free to
think and reason for himself and so you my
Brothers may decide for your self whether
Jefferson was indeed a Mason. As for me, |
want to believe Jefferson was certainly a
Mason at heart and mind in his everyday
life even if he was never raised as one by a
lodge of Master Masons.

Written By:

Brother Charles E. Hall
Master, Whitesburg Lodge #754
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Event Photos

Photo from Open Installation of Officers on December 27, 2011. Front row left to right:
Treasurer Arius Holbrook, Secretary Eddie Bentley, Senior Steward Chip Myre, and Chaplin
Anthony Cornett. Middle row from left to right: Senior Deacon Tom Adams, Junior Deacon
Jonathan Joseph, and Marshall of Installation Nicholas Fields. Back row from left to right:
Senior Warden John Back, Worshipful Master Charles Hall, Junior Warden Dale Wright, and
Tyler Sean Sturdivant.

2012 Master Charles Hall
(left) and 2011 Master Sam-
my Frazier (right)
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Blue Lodge Calendar

WE ENCOURAGE EVERY BROTHER TO BE AS ACTIVE AS YOUR OWN
FREE WILL AND ACCORD ALLOWS YOU. KEEP A CHECK ON OUR
CALENDAR OF EVENTS SO THAT YOU MAY ALLOW TIME IN YOUR
OWN SCHEDULE FOR OUR MASONIC EVENTS.

January May
5- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM 3- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
16- Design & Moving Committees Scholarship Committee report due
Meeting, 6 PM |7- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
19- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM Historians/Archives Committee
Moving Committee report due report due

30- Design Committee Meeting, 6 PM

une
February 7- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
2- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM Grounds Committee report due
Finance & Fundraising Committees 21- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
reports due Coach Committee report due
I4— Widows Valentines Day Project,
TBA July
|6- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM 5- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
Design Committtee report due 19- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
Conferring degrees
August
March 2- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
|- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM Cleaning Committee report due
Bid/Sale Committee report due 16- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
15- Lodge Meeting, 7 PM
September
April 6- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM
5- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM Constitution/By-laws Committee
Welcome Committee report due report due
19- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM 20- Lodge Meeting, 7:30 PM

THE WHITESBURG TRESTLEBOARD



Whitesburg Lodge #754 F. & A.M.

P.O. Box 567
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Meetings are |st and 3rd Thursdays
7:00 PM (Nov.-Mar.)

Whitesburg, KY 41858 7:30 PM (Apr.-Oct.)
Phone: 606-633-8910

Website: www.whitesburg754.org

Master’s Contact: charlesevanshall@bellsouth.net,

Secretary’s Contact: 2blaskl.754@gmail.com,

606-634-1371, 606-633-5334

606-633-8866

2012 Lodge Ollicers

Worshipful Master: Charles Hall......................... 606-633-5334, 606-634-1371
Senior Warden: John Back............c..cooooiiiin 606-633-9463
Junior Warden: Dale Wright..........c.ccccoeviiiinnnee 606-632-2339
Secretary: Eddie Bentley...........cccoieiiiiiiiiiiinnn 606-633-8866
Treasurer: Arius Holbrook..................c.cooeine. 606-633-7076
Senior Deacon: Tom Adams...........c.cceeeviiininnnne 606-633-4997
Junior Deacon: Jonathan Joseph...............c.oooooi 606-633-0189

Senior Steward: Stephen Richardson....................
Junior Steward: Chip Myre..........c.cociiiiiiiiiin.
Chaplin: Anthony Paul Cornett..............cccouenennen

Tyler: Sean Sturdivant.............ccooeiiiiiiiinenn.n.

Meet on the level, part on the Square

THE WHITESBURG TRESTLEBOARD


http://www.whitesburg754.org/
mailto:charlesevanshall@bellsouth.net
mailto:2b1ask1.754@gmail.com

2012 Whitesburg Lodge #754 Committees
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Building Committee: Al l PM, Clarence Caudill, Rick Adams, JP Back,
May 3

Grounds Committee: Sammy Frazier, Allen Ross, Clarence Caudill, C|

June 7 Cornet, Paul Anthony Coc

Cleaning Committee: Dale Wright, Chip Myre, Stephen Richardson, Jo

Aug. 2 Cornet, JP Back

Finance Committee: Arius Hol brook, Eddie Bentl ey, Rondall Meade, F

Feb. 2

Audit Committee: Rondall Meade, Gerald Hacker, Ronnie Morgan, Day

Dec. 27

Constitution/By-laws Committee: Doug Hol brook, Gerald Hacker

Sept. 6

Fundraising Committee: Sammy Frazier, Rondal l Me ade, Ri ck Adams, Dav

Feb. 2

Visitation Committee (Sick/Distressed): Gerald Hacker

Oct . 4

Contact Committee (Members, Widows, & Funerals):

Nov. 1 Members:Dal e Wright, Tom Adams, Stephen Richardson, Pa
Widows: Sammy Frazier, Gerald Hacker, Paul Fields, Jon
Funerals: Ar i us Hol br ook, Dal e Everidge, Don | son, Eddi e

Welcome Committee: Her man Cr ase, Cl arence Caudil Sean Sturdivan

Apr . 5

Historians/Archives: John Sayers, Paul Fields, JP Back, Rick Adams

May 17

Coach Committee: Dale Everidge, Arius Hol brook, Jonathan Joseph,

June 21 Kincer

Degree Team Committee: Arius Hol brook, Dale Everidge, David Lee Day.

Aug. 16

Investigative Committee: Dal e Everidge, Her man Crase, Paul Fields, Dol

Nov. 15

Scholarship Committee: Rick Adams, Arius Hol brook, Jonathan Joseph,

May 3

Design Committee (New Building): Sammy Frazier, Ri ck Adams, Rondal | Me ad e,

Feb. 16

Bid/Sale Committee (Old Building): Jami e Haton, Eddie Bentley, Arius Hol brool

March 1

Moving Committee: Sammy Frazier, Doug Holbrook, All en Ross, Davi d
Jan. 19

, David Day,

, Paul Fiel ds, Arius Hol br
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Lodge Master Charles Hall has established several awards for 2012 to recognize excel-
lence in Masonry among our fellow members:

o Master Mason of the Year Award __: This award is for the one Master Mason who has worked
the hardest and been the most dedicated to Masonry for Whitesburg Lodge and has exempli-

fied what a Mason should be to his brethren and the world. The Brother who earns this award
will receive the award at our annual Christmas Dinner Party.

o Lodge Attendance Award : Iwant to recognize and award all those dedicated Brothers who
come to Lodge on a regular basis. You are the backbone of our organization and it is you who

makes our lodge function on a regular basis. I will award a Lodge Attendance Award certificate
to all Brothers who attend at least 80% of all our regular Lodge meetings for 2012. These Broth-
ers will receive their awards at the Christmas Dinner Party.

o Blue Lodge Coach of the Year Award : The Lodge greatly appreciates all the coaches who
work tirelessly throughout the year to assist new Brothers in advancing through his degrees to

become fellow Master Masons. In recognition of this very important work, I will be awarding a
Coach of the Year Award to the Brother who successfully coaches the most Brothers through to
become Master Masons. This award will also be given out at the Christmas Dinner Party.

o Traveling Man Award : It is a great pleasure of Masonry to be able to travel and attend oth-
er Lodges. It is also one of the things our Lodge needs to do to earn the Excellency Award. This

year I would like to award the Brother who visits the most lodges with the Traveling Man Award.
This award will be on the honor system and will entrust each Mason at his word that he actually
attended the number of lodges he reports. By December, I will call for any Brother wishing to
compete for this award to provide a list of lodges and dates he visited them to use for determin-
ing who the award will be given to at the Christmas Dinner Party.

o Hiram Abiff Award : Hiram Abiff was the chief architect and Master builder of King Solo-
mon’s temple. All Masons including Entered Apprentices, Fellowcrafts, and Master Masons fol-

lowed the orders of Hiram Abiff. In honor of that great temple constructed for King Solomon, I
want to recognize the Brother who will endeavor to “build” our Masonic temple to last well into
the future. I will award the Hiram Abiff Award to the Brother who makes the largest monetary
contribution to our new Masonic Lodge building and will support the permanent display the
award recipient in our Lodge lobby.

o Master Builder Award _: King Solomon’s temple could not have been built by Hiram Abiff
alone and the construction counted on Master Masons who were master builders of the temple.

Our Lodge must also depend on Master Builders for our new lodge building and the future of
our lodge. Any Brother who will donate $1,000.00 or more to the new Lodge Building will re-
ceive a Master Builder Award. The contribution can be given in one payment or the Brother can
pledge the $1,000.00 and make payment of any period of time. Upon full payment of the
$1,000.00, the Brother will receive his Master Builder Award and I support the permanent dis-
play of all Master Builder Award recipients to be displayed in our Lodge lobby.
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